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1984). In his earlier work,
Powers had a sharp criticism
of psychoanalysis. He
suggested that the "meaning”
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of dreams was a matter of
"partial interpretation”. He
wrote: "The emotional mood
of one's dream 1s not a
universal and general 1dea, a
universal premise, a universal
truth.... As a result of this
defect in Freud's philosophy,
the concept of dream 1s forced
into the absurd: it becomes the
exclusive province of the
psychic analyst". "There 1s no
dream-significance which
could not be interpreted 1n 1ts
own terms, without recourse
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to some other dream, even to
another dream 1n the same
dream, as long as that
particular dream 1s not being
analyzed". In regard to the
older concept of the
"unconscious" Powers wrote:
"Dreams and concepts of the
unconscious are logically
unacceptable. What needs to
be explained are what 1s
normally and normally
untoward.... The crucial error
in the philosophy of the
unconscious 1s to postulate
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that nature 1s'mindless’ in
order to provide a rational
explanation of physical events.
The error 1s to confound the
philosophical analysis of
dreams and of the unconscious
with the semiotic analysis of
the languages of dreams". See
also Archontic Dreams
Biological theory of dreams
Dream analysis Dream
awareness Dream psychology
Dream symbols Déja vu
Dyschrony Lucid dream
Oculomotor subroutines
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