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August 8, 2005 The global climate has been changing over the past 2,000 years. But exactly how is uncertain because of
differences in the historical record. We know that when the Vikings settled in Greenland in the 10th Century they encountered a
warmer climate than the one they knew back in Sweden. It seems that the two main drivers of climate change in the last 2,000
years have been changes in the sun. About 1,400 years ago, solar activity declined. There were fewer sunspots, and solar
radiation also declined. As a result, the planet cooled. Another factor that probably contributed to the 1,400 year cooling was a
little-known phenomenon called the Little Ice Age. This was a period in the 15th and 16th Centuries when surface temperatures
were about 0.6 degrees Celsius lower than they are now. However, on balance, sunspots may have been more important, because
they have a major impact on the ocean. And the sea has been the major driver of the climate on Earth. Since they melt, the sea
ice (mostly in the Arctic) has been decreasing and this too may have been a major driver of the climate change. And another
thing the sea ice has been doing is bringing more heat to the surface of the Earth. Just before World War I, a major change
occurred in the pattern of global winds. Instead of coming in from the East, the winds now came in from the West. This change,
together with changes in ocean currents (the El Niño/Southern Oscillation) probably also contributed to the climate shift. But a
new study shows that most of 2d92ce491b
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